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found that the people were entrenched on an
almost inaccessible height which was promptly
assaulted and carried, the Buritica chief and his
family being found there with some gold ornaments.
The chief would not disclose the sources of his
wealth, so the savage Vadillo burnt him alive.
He had nobly surrendered himself as ransom for
a young wife who had been captured, and his cruel
death horrified even the hardened followers of the
fugitive Juez de Residencies.

Vadillo soon afterwards reached the banks of the
great River Cauca. His followers were threatened
with hunger in their painful struggle through the
dense forest; but at length they reached a well-
cultivated valley, called Iraca. The inhabitants
fled to the mountains; but abundant supplies were
found, and the explorers rested, as many were
sick and unable to march. When they again pro-
ceeded up the Cauca valley they were constantly
harassed by the natives. Beaching a place called
Cori, it was there that the gallant Cesar, worn out
with fatigue and illness, departed this life. ' Cesar
certainly showed himself to be worthy of so great
a name/ This is a grand epitaph, written by a
comrade in arms. The men of Vadillo's expedition
were in despair at the loss of so able a leader in
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